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(54) EXTERNAL STORAGE DEVICE AND ITS OPERATING METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVEDrTo enable multiple 
processes to operate and to shorten a process time by 
composing an external storage device of one main 
module and multiple extension drive modules and 
performing the processes on the different extension 
drive modules. 

SOLUTION: The external storage device 200 is 
connected to a host device 100. The external storage 
device 200 comprises one main module 300 and multiple 
extension drive modules 401 to 40m, which are 
connected by fiber channel interfaces. The main module 
300 comprises a controller part 310 which controls the 
whole external storage device 200, single or multiple 
drives 701 to 70n for data storage (n: natural number 
one or more), and switches 320 to 32m. The switches 
320 to 32m separate or integrate the main module 300 
and the extension drive modules 401< to 40m to control a 
flow of data, indications, and other instructions between 
both the modules. 
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